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COMMENCEMENT OF VOLUME THE SECOND. 


But a few short hours since and we were called on to bid 
our readers farewell. Although we were then aware that we 
should soon have again to bid them welcome, the word farewell 
trembled on our lips, for it sounded like the knell of parting, 
and we knew not what might intervene to prevent our re-union. 
Indeed, short as the interval of our separation has been, it has 
niot been uneventful. We have passed the barrier of another 
year, we have opened another avenue into the vast expanse of 
futurity, and, if our steps falter on the threshhold of our path, 
it is less from the want ofa steady determination to proceed, 
with God’s blessing, directly and firmly to the end, than from 
our uncertainty as to the nature of the companions who will 
thread the road in conjunction with us. If these, our readers and 
fellow voyagers, are difficult to please, misanthropic, dissatisfied, 
or quarrelsome, then will our path be long and dreary, for we 
shall proceed in solitude; but, if those who accompany us are 
willing to wile away the passing hours in agreeable and friendly 
communion, in mutual endeavours to assist during difficulty, 
then will our path be indeed a pleasant one, and we shall look 
back at its termination with more pleasure, than we now look 
forward with anxiety. We do not, however, distrust; we 
already know at least a portion of our companions, and we 
shall assume them to be a specimen of the whole.—With 
this introduction we heartily bid you welcome ta the New Year. 

_ We shall not now recapitulate either our views or our inten- 
tions, for we have already laid them before the public; nor 
shall we be profuse in promises of fulfilling them, for, the 
manner in which we carried out our project last year, should 
be a sufficient warrant for alike faithfulness this year ; but we 
shall thank those who have hitherto, by their literary assistance, 
lightened our labors; and, inviting their future co-operation, 
assure them that as heretofore, the utmost facility, consistent 
with the plan we have laid down for our guidance, shall be 
afforded to all who desire to lay before the public their senti- 
ments on subjects affecting Jewish welfare. We shall be influ- 
enced by none, but we shall continue to refuse insertion to arti- 
cles that in any manner trench on that boundary which we 
have erected between ourselves and those of other creeds ; for, 
we once more repeat, as Jews we consider it our imperative duty 
to defend ourselves from all attacks levelled against us, 
from whatever quarter they emanate, but we think it 


would be impolitic, if not worse, for us to become the 
aggressors, 


B55" Oy THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. 
We read in the Pentateuch the following passages relative 
to this day. ‘And it shall be unto you a statute for ever: in 
the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall 
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afflict your souls, and do no manner of work; the denizen as 
well as the stranger that sojourneth among you; for on that 
day shall you be atoned for; to purify you, from all your sins 
before the Lord shall you be purified. This day shall be to 
you the first among your sabbaths, and you shall afflict your 
souls; this is an sresleatings statute. And the atonement shall 
be made by the priest who has been anointed and consecrated 
to succeed his father in the priesthood, and who puts on the 
linen garments and the holy garments: and he shall atone for 
the holy sanctuary and for the tent of the congrégation, and 
for the altar shall he atone, and for the priests, and for all the 
people of the congregation: And this shall be an everlasting 
statute unto you, to make an atonement for all the children of 
Israel, from all their sins, once a year.”’ (Levit. xvi. 29.)— 
‘* And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the 
children of Israel, and say, Also on the tenth day in this 
seventh month is the day of atonement; it shall be a holy 
convocation unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer 
a burnt offering unto the Lord. And you shall do no work on 
that same day, for it isa day of atonement, to atone for you 
before the Lord your God. And every soul that shall not be 
afflicted on that self same day shall be cut off from among its 
people, and every soul that does any work on that self same 
day, that soul will I destroy from among its people. You 
shail do no manner of work; this is a statute for ever unto all 
your generations and throughout all your oki. It shall 
be unto you the first among your sabbaths, and you shall 
afflict your souls; on the ninth day of the month at evening, 
from evening unto evening shall you celebrate your sabbath,”’ 
(Levit. xxiii. 26.) With such positive commands concerning 
this day, it cannot be a matter of surprise that every one who 
at all claims to be considered a Jew, should feel himself bound, 
even though he fail to celebrate the other holydays, to 
observe this with every possible solemnity. Awe-struck by 
the terrible denunciations of punishment against those who do 
not observe 7p5 D3’, deeply impressed by the special inter- 
ference of God Himself to bring His people near to Him in 
repentance and humility of soul, the most wicked crouch 
before the important ordinance, the most heey feel them- 
selves called on for once to humble themselves before Him 
to whom their might is as nought,—their pride as vanity. Pre. 
pared for the arrival of this day by mown wx and the succeed- 
ing “‘ days of repentance,” the Israelite approaches it with 
reverence, for he knows that on this day the decree will be 
ronounced that shall sway his future fate. To the pious, 
Seats, this knowledge causes little anxiety : they hail the New 
Year with joy, and having gratefully thanked their Creator for 
the past zens benefits, and reviewed their conduct during that 
period, they humbly pray for forgiveness for the errors into 
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THE VOIC 


which they have fallen, and fervently promise they shall not again 
be committed. They reflect on the mercy that has sustained 
them, even from their birth to this day; and, conscious of the 
sincerity of their purpose, and the ardour of their desire for good, 
they confidently rely on the same mercy to support them during 
the ensuing year. To the wicked this is indeed a day of sorrow; 
to them the past brings no consolation, the future no hope ; they 
read their prayers without a heart, and the words of repentance 
die faintly away on their deceitful lips—horror-struck by their 
past misdeeds, they see before them the interminable misery that 
awaits them hereafter, and they fear to abandon their abomina- 
tions, for they say “‘ for us there is no salvation.”” Alas! alas! 
little do they know the merciful Being who is to Judge them, 
little do they know that He yearns for their return to Him, as a 
Father for the return of a lost son; that He wishes not to 
punish His people, but delights to bless them. Oh! let them 
pause then in their career, and if the ‘* small still voice’ but 
whisper one word of remorse, let them hail it as a harbinger 
from Heaven; let them encourage it to repeat that word and 
more, for then they will have opened the gate to repentance ; 
and when they shall once have entered into the House of the Lord, 
let them not look back, that the allurements of the past may 
divert them from their good intention, but, let them steadfastly 
gaze on the ineffable name that is before them, and bowing 
themselves in heartfelt contrition, rely on the all merciful 
award of their Creator. | 

Although God has declared that on this day man shall atone 
for all his sins, yet it must not hence: be inferred that this has 
reference to aught but transgressions against the Almighty— 
sins that have been committed between man and man are not 
wiped away by repentance on 3 OY, except every possible 
reparation has been made for them to the person offended. It is 
the duty, therefore, of every man who has injured his neighbour, 
by word or deed, to solicit his forgiveness before the day of 
atonement, that he may go into the presence of his God with a 
clear conscience. It is likewise the duty of every man to 
pardon those who sue for his forgiveness, for, if he extend not 
lenity to the failings of others, he cannot expect that the Almighty 
will show mercy to him. : 

There are many to whom ‘yp5 ov is but an anniversary of 
broken promises ; that is, they repair to Synagogue, and, having 
mumbled their hollow lip-service, think they are pardoned. They 
then go heedlessly on in their ordinary career of guilt, in the 
anticipation that another day of atonement will again cancel all. 
Fatal error! their repentance is of no avail except it be accom- 
panied by a sincere resolution to amend, an ardent desire to be 
good, for it cannot be expected that words alone can prove their 
sorrow for their crimes; they must show by their actions that 
there is sincerity in their words, that they are not pouring forth 
vain sounds (profaning the holy shrine before which they 
“pte themselves) but that their contrite confessions gush 
rom the heart, the only place on which their God desires His 
image to be engraved. Our Rabbis, aware that there were 
numerous beings of this class, have said, ‘‘ He who says I will 
sin and return (and repent), his sins will not be forgiven,” thereby 
proving that repentance must not be ephemeral,—lasting but 

from sunset to sunset,—but must be continual and never cease. 
The Ethics say, “repent one day before thy death,”—man 
knoweth not his end, when therefore shall he begin? If he 
thus defer the period, may not the dart strike and he be 
hurried unprepared to the presence of his Creator? If so, 
what shall avert condemnation? Alas! what? 

The providence of God is specially displayed in this in- 
stitution ; without encroaching on the free will of His creatures, 
He has done all that was possible to encourage repentance, to 
foster virtue, and annihilate vice. Commencing with mywn ws, 
He has ordained that man should gradually wean himself from 
worldly thoughts, in order that he may be better enabled to 
strengthen himself in his good resolutions, so that when )5> O1' 
arrives, he may be prepared to enter the presence of the Al- 
prt, pd with feelings proper for the solemnity of the occasion : 
and further, in order that nothing may intervene to detach his 
attention from Heaven, God has appointed that on this day man 
shall afflict his soul, that is, he s detach himself from all 


E OF JACOB. 


only from food, but from all connexion with the temporal world 
(save in so far as his companionship with his fellow creatures at 
prayer extends); to his soul alone shall this day be given, and 
that, rapt in holy communion with its Maker, shall pour forth 
the tribute of its thanks and repentance, unalloyed by any feeling 
that may diminish its purity. The due observance of this day, 
therefore, does not consist in mere abstinence from food, for, 
except other restraints be placed on the appetites, that alone is 
of little avail. ** Wherefore,” exclaims Isaiah, (Iviii. 3.) ** where- 
fore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? Wherefore 
have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge 3 
Behold, in the day of your fast you find pleasure, and exact 
all your labour. Behold you fast for strife and debate, and 
you smite with the fist of wickedness: you shall not fast as you 
do this day, to make your voice heard on high. Is it such a 
fast as lhave chosen? A day for aman to afflict his soul? 
Is itto bow down his head asa bulrush, and to spread sackcloth 
and ashes under him? Wilt thou call this a fast, and an ac. 
ceptable day to the Lord ?” 3 . 

Among the numerous privations under which we labor in our 
| captivity, not the least is our inability to observe this day with 
all the solemnity that was anciently attached to it. True, we 
recite the manner of the high priest's offering, and his utter- 
-ance of the ineffable name of the Almighty (never pronounced 
but on that one occasion); but we listen not to his awful tones, 
we witness not the sacrifice, we see not the glory of God 
upon the mercy-seat. Deprived of these privileges, it behoves 
us, therefore, to be more devout in our prayers, in order that 
the offerings of our voice, which are but a substitute for what 
was His ‘‘ sweet savour,’ may be more acceptable to the 
Divinity. 

The moral influence of this day is indeed great, for, besides 
the bond that it is between us and our Creator, it has a bene- 
ficial effect on us as social beings. The great and the humble 
alike prostrate themselves on this day, alike give utterance to 
the same confessions of sin; those, therefore, learn a lesson 
that must curb their pride, these are taught content; while the 
feeling of universal philanthrophy and love is engendered 
by the invocation, “ Pardon, we beseeeh Thee, the ini- 
quity of this people, and that of the stranger that sojourneth 
among them, for they have all sinned unwittingly.” 


which Adam and Noah repented, on which Moses descended 
from Sinai, &c., see the * Festivals of the Lord,” by the Rev. VW. 
J. Raphall. 

Oven, in his Manual of Judaism,” speaks thus of the 
first ten days of this month. 
of repentance ;’ they are regarded with peculiar sanctity, and 
penitential prayers are every morning devoutly offered up in 
the synagogue: each day is held as a fast, either during its first 
portion, or entire, by the more strict; whilst devotion, charity, 
and repentance, most impressively occupy the thoughts, and 
regulate the conduct of the pious, who consider this the period 
at which all our conduct and actions are about to be adjudi- 
cated.* 

**’'The third day of this month a solemn fast is held, comme- 
morating and deploring the sacrilegious murder in the temple, 
of Gedaliah, the viceroy placed by Nebuchadnezzar over 
Jerusalem at its capture, which was accompanied by a like 
destruction of a large number of the people, as well as the in- 
fliction of much misery throughout the nation.}” 


* Vide Talmud, Rosh Hoshanah. ¢ Jerem. xli. 2. 


PERVERTED CONSTRUCTIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 


To the Editors of ‘“‘ The Voice of Jacob.” 


GENTLEMEN,—I have now come to the last stronghold of out 
assailants ; but while policy demands, and propriety sanctions,’ our 
forbearing to become the aggressors, we should be guilty of trea- 
chery against ourselves, if we did not endeavour to ward off the 


' It would, indeed, be highly improper in us to interfere with the oreed 
of those who believe in the same book, and worship the same God, as we 
do. We neither have been enjoined to Judaise non-Israclites, nor cam 
we expect that they who are not pledged to the rigorous discipline of the 


sensual enjoyments, all corporeal luxuries ; he shall abstain, not 


Mosaic-Law would be induced voluntarily to submit to it. 


For further particulars relative to this day being that on. 


** They are called ‘ The ten days. 
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just, and having salvation.” 


blows so. incessantly levelled vat us, for “ ¢o teach the children 
of Judah the use of the bow,’’ (in their own defence,) “ behold, 
* is written in the book of Joshua,” (2nd Sam. i. 18.) It is 
Zechariah who is appealed to, to give testimony against our 
forefathers. To these, it is pretended, was sent a Messiah, 
as their king and saviour; but, as they rejected him, and con- 
tributed to his being put to death, their children are doomed, 
it is said, as having identified themselves with, and participated 
in, that atrocity, until they shall bewail him who was pierced, 
and acknowledge him as their saviour. (Zechariah ix. 9.) 
According to the Anglican version, this prophet exclaims, 
“ Rejoice greatly, §c., behold thy King cometh unto thee, he is 
By thus rendering the last clause, 
the translatiors evidently meant to convey, that he who cometh, 
bringeth salvation, 1. e, he comes to save his people. Again 
(ibid xi. 12, 13.) we read in the translation: ‘“‘ dnd J said unto 
them, if ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear ; 
so they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. And the 
Lord said unto me, cast tt unto the potter ; a goodly price that 
I was prized at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of 
silver, and .cast them to the potter m the house of the Lord.” 
All this is pretended to have been literally fulfilled by the 
betrayal and sale of a Messiah for the stated sum, for which 
was bought the potter’s field. Lastly, (ibid xii. 10.) ‘* dnd J 
will pour upon the house a Dawid, §c., the spirit of grace 
and of supplication ;’ this being a declaration in the name of 
the Lord, it is inferred that the following clause, (translated, 
“and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced,”) can 
only apply to the Divine Being. Now the aforesaid rendering 
‘and having salvation,” and the inference drawn—that we stand 
in need of a Messiah to save us spiritually, is not only totally at 


variance with the declaration of other prophets, as Moses and 


Isaiah, (Deut. xxxili. 29. Isaiah xlin. 11, 25.) but Zechariah 
likewise expresses himself in direct contrariety to what has 
been attributed to him; for, ‘‘ pwysy’ mistranslated ‘‘ having 
salvation,” is the.same term Moses made use of, in the verse 
above referred to, with regard to Israel, and cannot be 
rendered otherwise than ‘‘ beng saved.” Moreover, Zechariah 
was so far from attributing to our future king the power of 
saving, that he plainly foretells the salvation or preservation 
of the people to be antecedent to the arrival of their king. 
(xu. 7.) “* But the Lord will save the tents,” (i. e., the poor 


villagers,) ‘of Judah first, that the glory of the house of 


David, Se.,do-not magnify themselves against Judah.” And 
that in ‘the house of David” the king especially is compre- 
hended, no one will attempt to deny. (Compare verse 8, also 
Isaiah viii. 13.) This being granted, how can xii. 10. be said 
to have reference to the king whom they have killed? For, 
could even the lamentation for the piercing of one whose 
death it is imagined was indispensable for the salvation of 1an- 
kind, be at all reconciliable to reason, what cause can the house 
of David (i. e. the king,) have for supplication, and for lamen- 
ling the king? But the sequel, ‘“‘ and they shall mourn for 
him,” clearly proves the foregoing likewise to refer to a third 
person. This ought to be rendered “‘ and they shall look to 
me (concerning*) whom they had pierced ;’ as alluding to those 
who were sent to admonish them, and whose admonitions the 

hot only disregarded, but stained their hands with their blood. 
Or, it may refer to each of those who might then be pierced by 
the enemy, and fall in battle, and who will be the cause of so 
general a lamentation. As regards the application of chap. xi. 
verses 12 and 13, to the ‘selling ofa Messiah, any impartial 
“xaminer must find such an interpretation inconsistent with the 
text in question, even if disjoined from all the rest,’ since 


The particle concerning,” being understood: similar omissions 
particles are well known to be not unfrequent in Hebrew, Or, since 
particle MN is sometimes found to precede the nominative, (as Josh. 


Xxii. 17, AS 135 ‘Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us ?)”’ 


TPT MN may be rendered literally, “ and 
look who have pierced, (i. e. those who have shed innocent blood,) will 
to 

The meaning of thi 
: g of this chapter is, by our opponents, apparently con- 
sidered impenetrable, and they are, therefore, compelled to break off a few 

ents, which may give a color to their peculiar views; for, in what- 
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wages or reward (not price) is spoken of as being desired, or 
required of Israel; while with him, who, as it is alleged, was 
sold, it was quite the reverse: for so far was he represented 
from wishing to be betrayed, that he tried and prayed to escape 
it. We, however, considering the tenor of the whole, perceive 
that this was no more than what had been already fulfilled at 
the time at which it was delivered; the allusion here being 
historical and not prophetic. The prophet commences with 
predicting to other nations (who are compared to fir and oak 
trees) inevitable destruction, since the shepherds of Judah 
(who are compared to the lions by the Jordan, to the vine and 
the cedar) howl for having been spoiled of their glory. (Chap. xi. 
1, 2, 3.) He continues by recalling to the minds of his brethren 
the causes that had so reduced them from their former exalted 
station, in order that the recollection may warn them to deviate 
no more from the way in which they were instructed to walk : 
he also further reminds them with what particular and previ- 
dential care they had been continually led by their God, (in one or 
other of the different ways stated, the pleasant, or the painful,) 
as by a tender shepherd, whose sole intent is to lead his flock 
to rich pastures, and good watering places. God thus tended his 
flock, Israel, to accomplish their happiness, indulging them, when 
obedient to his will, but chastising them, as an indulgent father 
would his children, in order to reclaim them when they did not 
walk in his ways. And, when we consider the circumstances and 
condition of our fathers during the existence of the first temple, 
we may easily trace, both the times in which they enjoyed un- 
interrupted peace and comfort, and those in which they were 
exposed to the troubles and afflictions with which God, in his 
wisdom, thought fit to visit them. To these does the prophet 
refer, representing them by the beautiful metaphor of the two 
staves. (verses4to 17.) ‘* Thus saith the Lord my God, feed 
the flock of the slaughter, Whose possessors slay them, and 
hold themselves not guilty, and they that sell them, say, 
Blessed be the Lord; for I am rich; and their own shepherds 
pity them not. For I will no more pity the inhalntants of the 
land, saith the Lord; but lo!’ I will deliver the men, every 
one into his neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his king, 
and they shall smite the land, and out of their hand I will not 
deliver them’ Yea, I fed the flock of the slaughter, (since I 
have chosen them out of Eqgypt,) truly an afflicted flock (it 
was.) 4nd I took unto me two staves; the one IL called Plea- 
sant, and the other I called Painful, and I fed the flock. And 
when I had cut off three shepherds? in one month; then my 
soul loathed them, and their souls also abhorred me. Then 
said I, I will not feed you; which dieth, let it die; and that 
which is missed, let it be missed; and let the rest eat every one 
the flesh of another. And I took my staff, the Pleasant, and 
cut it asunder, that I might break my covenant which I had 
made (for them) with all the nations.© And it was broken 
in that day: and so the afflicted flock, that waited upon me, 
knew that it was the word of the Lord. And I said unto 
them, if ye think good, give me my reward ; and if not, forbear ; 


ever manner they expound the import-of the two staves, ee | must still be - 


incompetent to link its various parts together, so as to show that it re- 
fers to what they think it necessarily must, namely, the selling of a 
Messiah. 


* The cruel shepherds denote the tyrants, into whose hands Israel was 
delivered, who disdained to nourish their poor flock, but sold some to 
slavery, and gave up others to be slaughtered; for all such as escaped the 
fury of their own kings, were destroyed by their conquerors. 


> The numbers three seven and ten are, it is well known, made use 
of in Scripture instead of an indefinite number; this apparently refers to 
what is related in 2nd Kings, x. 32. that “‘in those days, the Lord began 


to cut Israel short ;”’ (or as Yarchi understands N)¥P? to be the same as 
pd and renders it the Lord began to loathe Israel.) This was after the 


kings of Judah and Israel were killed, and the family of the one extermi- 
nated, and that of the other nearly so. 


6 The covenant made for them with all the nations, is, that these 
nations should not disturb Israel, nor invade their land, but should leave 
them to dwell there in safety, as was repeatedly promised to them. 
(Exod. xxxiv. 24. Lev. xxvi. 5. Deut. xxviil. 10.) But when Israel was 
under the divine displeasure, this covenant was broken, and not only the 
land of the ten tribes, but that of Judah also, was frequently invaded, and 


| both were harassed by their enemies. | 
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and they weighed for my rervcard thirty pieces of silrer” And 
the Lord said unto me, cast it into the treasury, the ni- 
mous, the precious, that I hare withdraren from them; and I 
took the thirty pieces of silcer, and cast them into the house 
of the Lord, into the treasury.” Then I cut asunder my other 
staff, the Painful, used) to break the brotherhood betreeen 
Judah and Israel. And the Lord said unto me, Take unto 
thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. Yea, lo, I 
will raise up a shepherd in the land, rho shall not remember 
those that are missed, nor seek the young, &c.° Woe to the 
worthless shepherds, rcho leave the flock, xe.” a 


’ The reward which God required of his people means that, for the 
many blessings he had conferred on them, they should be obedient to bis 
commandments, and although he left it to their choice, to forbear, if dis- 
inclined, agreeable to the message sent to them by Ezekiel, (chap. iti. 27.) 
yet some few remained faithful to him, and these answer to the thirty 
pieces of silver.. Thirty, no doubt, here implies an indefinite number (as 
do three seven and ten), and they are, perhaps, named etirer, because 
SDS originally means desirable. 7 


* Into the treasury, VS¥ translated “ the potter,’’ must necessarily stand 
for V¥W6 (as is actually the reading in some manuscripts,) as in Malachi 


JO. Sx ‘into the storehouse,”’ which was inthe temple, where 
the potter could not be at work. The frequent interchange of the "IT 
letters is well known ; as in WT for for for TON; so 
may be kindred with thus in Amos vii. 1. °33 is renderec 
by some, “ he is collecting locusts.” 
place where the pure, separated from the dross, should fix their eyes on 
the Most High, and with prayers appease his wrath, that he might yet 
avert the approaching calamities. ‘7 can only signify, “ J Aare with- 
drawn,” (so in Prov. xxv. 17. “PW withdraw.) and not as translated, 
was prized at.”’ 

* I cut asunder my other staff. While the two kings lived in peace and 
harmony, the one was corrupted by the wickedness of the other, and, 
therefore, the chastening rod was applied for the purpose of breaking their 
brotherhood; but that staff was dispensed with, when, by the dissolution 
of one of these kings, the cause for its use ceased. 

‘© Judah has likewise, to this day, to lament having been coverned by 
foolish shepherds during the existence of both the first and second temples ; 


these kings neither remembered those who were missing, nor healed the | 


broken, and, instead of feeding them that stood still, they fed upon them. 
The survivors, who are, to this day, a living monument of the literal ac- 
complishment of one part of this prophecy, are themselves the surest 
pledge of the fulfilment of that portion which follows. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Jerish Day School.—We have pleasure in calling attention 
to an advertisement in our columns proposing to establish ‘*‘a 
Jewish Day School, on a scale correspondent to the claims for 
improvement made by our advanced and enlightened age.” 
The prospectus which has been sent to our office, justly re- 
marks that ‘‘ Pious Jewish parents, anxious to have such reli- 

ious instruction imparted to their children, as shall firmly 
bind them to their faith, and recognizing, at the same time, the 
necessity of giving them in other respects a liberal education, 
perceive that their end can be attained only by harmonising 
these desiderata. But while they do so, they likewise become 
impressed with the conviction, that Christian institutions, 
however excellent, are by no means calculated to secure the 
accomplishment of their wishes. Religious instruction is, in 
these institutions, either adventitious, or entirely omitted; nor 
can this neglect be remedied in after-age, when the mind has 
lost its tractability, and when impressions are not so easily 
made, as they are rapidly effaced. Religious instruction, the 
importance of which cannot be too highly estimated, must be 
administered at an age, when the dawning mental and moral 
faculties are in the course of development. It is then that 
a knowledge of our Faith should be conveyed to the pupil, 
simultaneously with the other elements of education, or the fatal 
chasm between the scientific and the religious attainments of 
youth can never be filled up. 

‘** Such parents also observe, that their children, from a con- 
currence of incidents unavoidable in Christian institutions, im- 
perceptibly imbibe views incompatible with our religion, and 
accustom themselves to regard things in a light different from 
that in which Judaism views them. They are also sensible 
that their children incur a heavy and irretrievable loss of time 


when frequenting Christian schools, since the religion of the 


pupils prevents their attendance on Jewish Holydays, whilg 
the regulations of the establishment prohibit it on Christian 
festivals. This, together with the long vacations, may fairly 
be computed at a loss of at least one-fourth part of tig 
ear. 
f Another cruel calumny against the Jews has been promy|. 
gated in the “ Augshurgh Aligememe Zeitung” of the 4th 
Aug. Itis the more serious, from the great circulation anq 
influence which that journal has upon the European conti. 
nent—greater even than the * Times” in its sphere—inasmuch 
as the ** Zeitung” is admitted into states, from which the Times 
even were it understood, would be excluded from public circ, 
lation. These circumstances impose on the Anglo-Jewijsh 
Press the task of a special refutation of this calumny, for the 
rotection of our continental brethren, to whose injury it has 
eas devised. Our English readers will be astonished to leam, 
that the late exchequer bill forgeries are, by a correspondent of 


the ** Zeitung.” attributed to Jewish machinations! and that 


Rapallo is said to be a Genoese Jew! Our German contempo. 


-_raries shall have the facts—the officially reported facts, to give 


the lie to this atrocious calumniator. What will our English 


non-Israelite readers think of the prejudices thus fostered 


The temple is here indicated as the | 


July ? 


against our people? Will they do us the service to discover 
the London resident, who could so write under date of the 


On Dit.—That the Board of Deputies of British Jews js 
summoned for Monday next:—rumour ascribes importance to 
one document to be submitted to their deliberations, but we 
do not feel warranted in any premature remarks.—That the 
piece of plate made for the Montefiore testimonial is now 
finished; and will be shortly ready for presentation.—That the 
minister of a foreign state has been in direct communication 
with an English gentleman, conspicuous for his philanthro- 
py and Jewish spirit ;—the subject being some proposed 
alteration in the social relations of an immense body of our 


. brethren. 


Synagogue Sercice—We postpone until a more convenient 
period, the impressions conveyed to us concerning the Metro- 
politan Synagogues during the recent festival ;—inviting further 
communications in the meanwhile. As usual, the regular syna- 
gogues have not afforded sufficient accommodation for those 
desiring to attend; and the several halls attached to some have 
been temporarily fitted up for divine service. In the Jews 
Free School (also employed as a synagogue); there was the 
ordinary attendance of the poor on such occasions; (last. year 
it was estimated at above 2000.) We were much gratified with 
the devotion and general propriety of demeanour manifested 
by the mass of our humbler brethren; one correspondent makes 
a comparison in this respect unfavorable to the Great Synago- 
gue, Duke's Place. We hope he is not justified. : 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Jews of Norray.—If intolerance in general, and especially 
against the Jews, (the nation from which all right ideas of rell- 
gion and morality did, and do still proceed,) were not an object 
too seriously affecting the mind, it would be amusing to see the 
strange dilemmas and collisions which it creates. In Norway, 
as we have already stated, (Nos. 20 and 23,) there exists a law, 
which not only precludes Jews from settling in that country, 
but does not even allow them to pass through it. Now it hap- 
pens that the Northern Society of natural philosophers and 
medical men, which this year holds its sittings at Stockholm, 
has several Jews among its members. These, seeing that 
Christiana the capital of Norway, was appointed as the place 
of meeting for next year, drew the attention of the President 
to their inability of attending the meeting, if convened in 
Christiana. They declared that, though they were aware that 
a special petition to government would procure them, indivi- 
dually, permission to appear at Christiana, they had taken the 
firm resolution not to present one, for they would not accept as 
a grace, that which belonged to them as a right ; the more 8°, 
as It was a native of Norway who gave the first impulse to the 


institution of this Society, and as they had been elected as 
members, without regar 


to their religion, Upon this, the 
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President laid this important point before the committee chosen 
to superintend the regulations of the next meeting, and this 
committee, by chance consisting of natives of Norway, unani- 
mously declared that, previous to the meeting in Christiana, 
all obstacles originating in difference of religion must be 
removed. 

Our readers will recollect that we called their attention to 
the united endeavours of some zealous Jews and high-minded 
Christians, for the repeal of the law above alluded to; they 
must also remember, that in order to acquire information on 
the moral state of the Jews, the Norwegian government re- 

uested the opinion of its consul in Amsterdam, Mr. G. J. 

yidius ; that this person, imbued with the meanest prejudices, 
gave a reply, which may be regarded as one of the basest libels 
ever issued against the Jews, and that Mr. Liepman, a bar- 
rister, in order to exhibit the machinations of the consul, ob- 
tained from the first authorities of the country, the highest testi- 
monies as to the moral conduct of the Jews, and sent them 
to the Norwegian government. We now read (in the Zeitung 
des Judenthums, No. 34,) that this government has determined 
to regard the opinion of the consul as though it had never been 
given; while he, it appears, denies in the public papers, having 
made any such report against the Jews. This is indeed a 
triumph for the Jews. Whatever may be the result of the en- 
deavours for the repeal of this law, the Norwegians will not in 
future be able to object to the admission of Jews on account of 
their moral character; and this is, in our opinion, the greatest 
advantage derivable from these efforts. It is unimportant to us, 
whether Jews are allowed to live in a certain country or not; 
it is the principle involved that we contend for. ‘Disabilities 
and exclusion always favor the impression that the parties 
subjected to theia are bad characters, and in virtue of the 
stamp of the divinity which every man carries with him, in the 
name of our holy religion, in virtue of the hign vocation 
assigned to us by Wovlaaias, we cannot allow such an asper- 
sion to be cast upon us: a Jew may be a bad man as well as a 
Christian; but the Jews—No! We must combat their traducers 
with the keen weapons of truth, of argument, and of proof; 
we must pursue them through all: the windings and recesses of 
sophistry, until we catch these Proteuses in their true shape, 
and extort from them the confession, that their hatred is not 
founded on the character of the Jews, but on their own preju- 
dices. We shall, in our next number, give extracts from the 
highly interesting letters written on this occasion, by the first 
Dutch functionaries, to Mr. Liepman. 

Chief Rabbi of Berlin.—The Orient states that Dr. Frankel, 
who now fills the office of Chief Rabbi at Dresden, had the 
majority of votes at the late election for Chief Rabbi in Berlin. 
We abstain from commenting on his election, until we are cer- 
tain of the truth of the report, since it appears that hitherto 
nothing has transpired officially. (See the remarks in our last 
number, ) 

Smyrna.—(August 9.) The congregation of Hamburgh 
has transmitted to Messrs. Isaac Pincherle and Co., the sum | 
of £41. 5s. 7d., requesting that it be devoted to the erection of 
a Synagogue at Smyrna; as, however, there are no other funds 
available, and as the above amount is far from sufficient for 
the designed purpose, it is at present held in abeyance. 

We extract the following from the Archives Israelites. 

* Algiers.—The charitable society lately established here for 
relieving the sick, wanting means to carry out its object, was 
obliged to have recourse to public assistance to increase its funds. 
In consequence of the steps taken by the French Jews, aided by 
two of the members of the society, to procure for sick Israelites 
either a special ward in the hospital, or a receptacle elsewhere, 
with gratuitous medical advice and medicine, it has been 
determined b the authorities that, henceforward, Jews shall 
og their indigent sick no more than the daily expenses for 

<llsace.—The malcontents are rapidly progressing in this 
Province. On Saturday, July 2nd, at about eight o’Clock in 
the morning, when the inhabitants of /Vangen were occupied in 
the fields, a fire broke out in a house in that commune, which in 
a short time consumed three dwelling houses and four other 

uldings, The flames would have caused still further damage, 
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if the Jews, who were assembled at prayers in the neighbouring 
synagogues of Kircheim and Westhoffen, had not hurried to the 


Spot, and by their active intervention and vigorous exertions, 


stayed the progress of the fire and prevented further destruction 
of property. 

Denmark.—The town council of /tona, in the duchy of 
Holstein, has just received from the German chancellor's office, 
at Copenhagen, a despatch, from which it appears that the king 
has ordered a bill to be brought before the “ States” at their 
next meeting, which will considerably ameliorate the condition 
of the Jews of Holstein-Sleswick and Lauenburg, and that, in 
the meanwhile, they will be permitted to enjoy all the rights of 
citizenship, and will be exempt from all extraordinary taxa- 
tion.” 

Archives Israelites.—Our contemporary good humouredly re- 
torts on us the hint we gave him with respect to the extraction of 
articles without iy the authority. He mentions two in parti- 


cular: one entitled ‘* A conversion,” for which, it having been 


furnished by a correspondent, and being moreover anything but 
a translation of the article in the .4rchives (after the German) 
we do not deem ourselves responsible; and the other, ‘* The 
Three Friends,’ we headed ‘a tale from the French of Ben 


Levi.” 


Berln.—We have received a communication from Dr. 
Heynemann editor of the * Archives des Judenthums,” and 
are happy to perceive from it that our views on Jewish affairs 
correspond with those entertained by the learned doctor who 
has expressed his willingness, (which we readily assent to 
reciprocate) to effect a mutual interchange of periodicals. 

Hamburgh.—The Frankfort Journal announces the death 
of Af. Isaac Hartwig D’ Essen, one of the heads of the 
German Jewish Congregation, at Hamburgh. Having no 
children, he bequeathed his fortune, amounting to 800,000 
mares banco (£80,000) to charitable institutions in Hamburgh, 
Altona, and Copenhagen. 


THE NURSE. 


(TRANSLATED FROM THE MatineEs pU SAMEDI OF Ben Levi.) 


If, on quitting that noble street in Frankfort-on-Maine, called 


La Zeil, you traverse the commercial quarter of the town lead-- 


ing to the bridge of Saxhausen, you will see before you a dark, 
narrow, dirty street, intersected with gloomy courts and alleys : 
this is the Jews’ street.— 

On the evening of the 19th of December, 1796, in a little 
room situated at the top of one of the worst houses in this 
street, Annah Lion was seated near a stove, but scantily filled : 
she was mending her husband’s clothes, while her son Felix, 
a child three years of age, was busily occupied in rocking a 
cradle, in which his sister Sophie, a baby scarcely three months 
old, was sleeping. The furniture of the apartment plainly in- 
dicated the indifferent circumstances of those who tenanted it, 
who, like many others, had fallen victims to the stagnation 
in business, which resulted from the wars that the French 
Revolution had caused throughout Europe. The reflections 
of Annah Lion were suddenly interrupted by the rattle ofa 
coach, which, dashing along the street, stopped before her 
house; she then heard some one mounting the worm-eaten 
staircase leading to her room, and to her astonishment, a knock 
at her door succeeded. Hastening to open it, a young and 
beautiful woman entered abruptly, and fell almost lifeless on a 
stool. Her aspect was noble, and her features, which were 
lividly pale, told that she was suffering acute pain. ‘* You are 
Annah Lion,” she said, in alanguishing tone. ‘* Yes, Madam.” 
‘‘That is well, shut the door.” Disembarrassing herself of 
her shawl and muff, and throwing aside her bonnet, which was 
trimmed with rich lace, the stranger, without further cere- 
mony, passed into Annah’s bed-chamber, where, throwing her- 
self on the couch, she announced to her astonished hearer, 
that she was on the point of becoming amother. ‘ Great God,” 
exclaimed Annah, ‘* you must have assistance.” ‘‘ It would be 
useless,” replied the stranger, making an effort to stifle her 
groans; ‘‘the moments are precious, listen to me, for suffer- 


ing has broken my heart, and I would not die, without making 


you acquainted with my last wishes. I am a Jewess, and was 
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born in France ; attached, in the capagity of companion, to the | 


household of a young lady of title, I followed her, when she 
emigrated, and with her and her husband, took be my resi- 
dence a few leagues hence. After her death, which happened 
two years since, her husband offered me his hand, and, although 
of a different religion, I gave way to the passion with which he 
had inspired me, and married him, on condition, that should 
we have any children, they should be educated in the Jewish 
Religion. Atwelvemonth after our union, I became enciente, 
upon which, my. husband told me, that descended as he 
was, from a wealthy family, whose riches he hoped to inherit, 
and being the representative of an illustrious house, which he did 
not desire to become extinct, he wished our child to become a 
Christian, that the name and fortune of his ancestors might de- 
scend to it. Neither my prayers nor tears, could alter this 
resolution, and I bitterly repented of my marriage: for what 
can be more torturing to a mother, than not to be able to pray 
to God in the same manner that her child does, to have nothing 
to reply to its infantile questions, not to sleep in death, in the 
same hallowed ground, and perhaps to be separated from it 
hereafter, * * * * * * Jn the meanwhile, my husband, 
through the influence of his friends, was struck off the list of 
emigrants, and was obliged immediately to return to France, 
to obtain the restitution of several estates, which had not been 
sold as national property. As Iwas too near my confinement 
to accompany my husband, I remained in Germany, and then 
it was that I conceived the idea of deceiving him, by pretend- 
ing that the child, I should bring into the world, was dead; 
for I determined rather to deprive myself of the pleasure of 
watching over its infancy, waiting till it was old enough to de- 
cide between our two religions, than to give it up to its father, 
and Iwas moreover resolved it should be brought up in the 
Jewish faith. Among my servants, this project was difficult of 
execution,”’ 
To be continued, 


ON THE STUDY OF HEBREW AMONG THE 
JEWS. 


From time immemorial, the Jews have enjoyed the glory of 
having particularly applied themselves to the study of the 
Hebrew, the sacred sounds of which strike the ears of the 
tender infant almost as early as the tones of its mother tongue. 
The babe is scarcely able to articulate words, its Rem ig is 
scarcely capable of forming conceptions, when the germs of 
the highest and most entrancing ideas to which a man can ele- 
vate himself—religious ideas—are sown in his heart through 
the medium of the Hebrew language. mvp 5 my MN is 
the first religious utterance it is taught to lisp; while the study 
of the Bible and its commentaries, in Hebrew, occupy the 
next succeeding periods of childhood and youth. We need not, 
therefore, be surprised, when we see with what ability some of 
our co-religionists were, and still are prepared, to handle our 
language, to make its flexibility atone for its deficiency in 
words, and to write in it, on almost all branches of science, works 
not inferior to those written in living languages. We may 
indeed, in this respect, regard the Hebrew as not quite extinct 
among the Jews, since they take with it almost all the liberties 
that a modern nation does with its language. A slight survey 
of the rabbinical writings will be sufficient to show. the truth of 
this assertion; indeed the Rabbis were themselves fully aware of 
the liberties they took, and excused it by the statement—py 
pen wind AN—(Chulin. xiii. 2). A similar opinion 
is given by Maimonides, when showing how the Rabbis formed a 
new set of wordsfrom the noun min; and even incommon life we 
use the same liberty when we, for instance, called the Psalms 
by their Hebrew name pmn and not mbmn, which is the 
Biblical plural of mbmn, praise. This familiarity of the Jews 
with their own language was so far acknowledged among other 
nations, that, whenever there was a desire among them for the 
ernie of the Hebrew, recourse was had to the Jews. Thus, 
when Hieron (Jerome) in 331, designed to give the 
Christian world a correct Latin translation of the Bible, he 
underwent the trouble of travelling to the Holy Land, where 


lived the greatest Hebrew scholars, and became there a pupil 
of Baranina or Barrabas. Thus when, in the sixteenth century, 
a desire to know the Hebrew was awakened among Christians 
in Italy, even cardinals became the pupils of Elias Levite* a 
Hebrew scholar, a native of Germany, then sojourning in that 
country. Thus when, still more recently, Luther, the first 
among the reformers of the Christian church, gave his German 
translation of the Bible, he, as his biographers state, frequently 
consulted a learned Rabbi of his acquaintance. Now when 
history exhibits the duration of such a phenomenon through 
centuries, in a nation exposed to so many vicissitudes and 
influences hostile to its iieelonsnied, we cannot ascribe the 
existence of this phenomenon to any transitory or outward 
cause, but are compelled to trace it to some higher one, which 
lies in the very essence of the nation itself, one which is placed 
above the level of common causes, and which therefore cannot 
be reached by the destroying hand of time. We, therefore, 
suppose that an inquiry into this cause will not be destitute of 
interest. 

We have said that the cause must lic in that inherent charac- 
ter of the nation itself, which keeps the Jews together as a 
religious society, and which prevents their giving way to 
assaults, however incessantly renewed. And, if we enquire 


what this inherent essence of their character is, we shall find 


that it is the consciousness possessed by the Jews, since the 
decrees of heaven have scattered them over the whole globe, 
that the task entrusted to them by Providence is not yet 
finished, and that they will again be called to perform duties 
not less important than those already accomplished. This 
consciousness, however different the shape it assumes, has 
never ceased, and will never cease, to animate the Jew. This 
it is which teaches him calmly to endure both the yio- 
lence and outrage directed against his body, and the no less 
galling dart which the most subtle sophistry and the deepest 
contempt or ridicule level against his mind, It is this con- 
sciousness which makes the Jews so anxiously expect the Messiah, 
whom they look for as the agent of Providence, through whom 
the high task, with the execution of which heaven has charged 
them, will become clear to the universe, and with whom ano- 
ther portion of their national mission, not less important than 
that which is past, will commence, With this conviction in 
their hearts, the Jews, as if by instinct, have in every age 
sought for a bond which, embracing every individual of their 
nation, would be long enough to reach from one end of the 
world to the other, and, at the same time, strong enough to 
secure them against irruption. They sought and found.this 
bond, in the language, in which the Almighty himself had once 
addressed their forefathers, and in the sacred sounds of which 
are clothed the most sublime ideas that ever enlightened the 
human mind. They felt that a nation may. have lost its power, 
its independence, nay, its local habitation and name, and yet 
remain a whole, so long as the original language of its forefathers 
is dear to it, so long as a familiar noidledies of it opensa direct 
way to the literary stores of its predecessors, and thus enables 
the pore: in mass, to imbue themselves with the views, and 
to 

ancestors. And indeed experience has shewn, that this in- 
strument, though seized by the nation perhaps rather by 
instinct than deliberation, has proved to be the most effective 
they could have employed. A Jew, we will suppose, from the 
remote East is borne by the tide of circumstances to the distant 
shores of the West, before unknown to him: wants, unavoid- 
able wants, render commerce with his co-religionists absolutely 
necessary to him. How shall he find them out? By their 
religion? Itis not imprinted on their features. Their lan- 


* Elias Levite was born about 1469, at Neustadt, on the Aisch, neat } 


Nuremberg. Driven, incommon with other Jews, from his native place, 
he went into Italy, and taught Hebrew at Padua, in 1504, and at Venice, 
in 1507. He then became Hebrew tutor to Cardinal AEgidius, at Rome, 
in which gf he resided for thirteen years. At length, being reduced to 
poverty by the ravages of the troops of Charles V., who was then besieg- 
ing Pope Clement VII. in the Engelsburg, he returned to Venice and 
died there in 1549. His numerous and valuable writings in Hebrew, as 


well as his oral instruction, greatly contributed to promote and facilitate 
the study of the sacred language. 


entify themselves with the sentiments and feelings, of their 
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customs, and appearance, scarcely differ, ifat all, from 
{ the people who surround them. But let him hear the 


guage, 
those 0 | 
mournful tones attending a funeral: the sounds instantly strike 


him as familiar; he listens, they are Hebrew—he has dis- 
covered his brethren. Or, again, let the joyful strains of a 
marriage-rite reach his ear, among these he hears the nuptial 
blessing pronounced: it is recited in a_ language familiar to 
him—he has recognised his brethren. Or, yet again, suppose 
he passes a house of worship where prayer is being offered, he 
knows the meaning of the words, he can instantly join the com- 
munity of worshippers—they are his brethren. Thus has it 
heen for centuries, even to our time. But alas! the bond which 
roved so efficient to unite our forefathers, seems to have 
becuse slackened with us—a relaxation which may prove the 
more injurious to the religious interests of our brethren resi- 
ding in this country, as they have not among them what the 
continental Jewish communities possess, a certain number of 
still-surviving members of a bye-gone age, who know, better 
than ourselves, how to appreciate the importance of this bond, 
and whose existence secures the possibility, that a change for 
the better may yet take place among their brethren. While 
our youth are with rapid strides surpassing in literary attainments 
the youth of other religious communities—while the rising 
generation promises to compete in art and science with that of 
other creeds, the same generation betrays such a deficiency in 
the language of our forefathers, as to inspire the heart of a man, 
who really loves his nation and religion, with the most serious 
apprehensions. While, in the praiseworthy endeavour to ac- 
quire the esteem of their fellow-citizens, the Jews of the pre- 
sent day imbibe their views, learn their ideas, and contract 
their habits and customs, they are prevented by their defi- 
ciency in the knowledge of Hebrew, from deriving their reli- 
gious knowledge and national views directly from the proper 
source; thus the counterpoise is destroyed, and as a necessary 
consequence, the balance inclines to the side on which the 
weightier impressions lie. What must needs be the result of 
this proceeding ? This generation, knowing its religion only 
by the misrepresentations of its enemies, must disregard it— 
must look on it asa fetter which impedes the freedom of its 
motious—must be impelled to throw it off, either publicly, by 
openly renouncing Judaism, or privately, by ceasing to regard 
itas a guide during life. Indeed, we may say, that if parents 
had purposely sought a means, by which gradually to alienate 
their offspring (not given, but merely entrusted, to their tem- 
porary care by a higher power, to which they will hereafter be 
required to give a severe account of the charge), from their 
nation and religion, they could not have found any more 
etiectual than this neglect of the tongue of their forefathers. 
But as this neither can be, nor is, the intention of Jewish pa- 
rents, let us ask, what is the reason which induces them to 
treat such an important branch of Jewish education, as is the 
knowledge of the Hebrew, with such great indifference? We 
do not mean to say, that this reproach refers to all parents. 
We know that there are some who cannot be taxed with this 
charge ; but these are merely afew, and may be regarded as 
exceptions. We speak of the bulk, and to those we put the 
peation, has the Almighty already consummated those great 
esigns to which every page of our history bears testimony, and 
which He has so plainly declared through the mouth of His 
prophets, that we can now safely loosen the bond that, in spite 
of our dispersion throughout the globe and the corroding hand 
of centuries, has still held us together? Do they expect that a 
time will come, when the tones of their mother-tongue will 
supplant in the synagogue the sacred sounds of the Scriptures, 
and do they, therefore, already suffer themselves to dispense 
with a knowledge of the language in which they offer their 
omage to the Supreme Being? If this may be supposed, we 
should put to them the question, do they know the import of 
the declaration of the Almighty with reference to Israel ; 
And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy 
nation” (Exod. xix. 6.)? 


¥ every individual of the Jewish race is to be called on to 


a ky that is, a man excelling in extensive and exact 


edge of his moral and religious duties, and acting upon 
em, how can he allow himself to remain in ignorance of. 
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that language, which is, as it were, the key opening the door 
to the acquirement of the knowledge of those duties? But per- 
haps parents will object, ‘‘our children are already overladen 
with information? The world has such calls on their time, 
that youth can scarcely meet them; besides which, Hebrew 
is so difficult, and the knowledge of it, in after-life, so useless.” 
Even if this were the case, it would not form an excuse for the 
neglect of Hebrew:—Is it ever known, that a sailor carrying 
a cargo of ballast and precious stones, when obliged to lighten 
his ship, effects it by throwing jewels overboard ?—But we 
deny that it is the case ; this apparent superabundance of educa- 
tion is, in a great measure, to be ascribed to the want of method 
and of consonance in the objects taught; and we are con- 
vinced that, if these objects were applied to the study of He- 
brew, it could. be made as apt a link in the chain as any other 
pursuit. ‘* But Hebrew is so difficult; certainly not more so 
than Latin, to which thousands of youths apply themselves 
with the greatest success ; nay more, we are assured, that it is 
only to the special want of method among our brethren in the 
customary manner of teaching Hebrew, that these supposed 
difficulties, and the comparatively little success which attends 
the Jewish student are attributable; and that if Latin were: 
taught in a similar manner, a similar result would ensue. But 
‘* the knowledge of the Hebrew is useless in after-lite.”’—If by 
this it is intended to convey, that a man cannot, through a 
knowledge of Hebrew, acquire riches, then the assertion is 
perfectly true; for history records no instance of a man 
becoming wealthy by his labours as a Hebrew teacher. Is this, 
can this be, the test of eligibility to which ‘ta kingdom of 
priests” submits its most sacred obligations? No, thank 
God, we are not yet sunk so deep, as not to feel that there are 
things which rise far above the level of all which is temporal, 
and therefore transitory—that there are things for the weighing 
of which this sublunary -world furnishes no seale. But we do 
not admit that the study of Hebrew, even in a utilitarian point 
of view, is so useless. On the contrary, we are convinced that 
it can be made as useful as any other branch of early tuition— 
a point which, from its importance, merits a fuller elucidation. 
The aim of all information is a double one—viz. to evolve 
the slumbering mental faculties by showing, by means of 
certain objects chosen for this end, how to employ these facul- 
ties; and to convey to the mind useful conceptions. For 
instance, it may be maintained, that the chief icine de- 
rivable from the study of pure mathematics, consists in the 
utmost development of certain intellectual faculties, and in the 
habit, which this study confers, of thinking clearly and deeply ; 
whilst chemistry is chiefly calculated to enrich the mind with a 
train of conceptions profitable in after-life. In making this 
division, we are fully aware that in most cases both ends are 
attained by the same subject of tuition. . What we intend to 
convey is, that at any period, during which any information is 
being received, one or other end is prevailing. Now we may 
say, that in the present state of civilisation, the introduction 
of the study of ancient languages (as for instance of Latin) 
by persons desirous of enjoying a *‘ liberal” education, is mainly 
founded upon the necessity of evolving the mental faculties. 
This study strengthens the memory, by giving occasion to 
learning by rote—exercises the discernment, by drawing the 
attention to agreements and differences in different languages— 
gives pliancy and facility to the expression—in short, advan- 
tageously aflects, through a train of secondary causes, all the 
intellectual powers. Now the same part thus generally assigned 
to Latin, Hebrew could also be made to sustain among the 
Jews—that it has not this influence = pox them is not the fault 
of the language, but of the method generally —— in 
teaching it to our youth; for we are sure, that where a judicious 
method guides the tutor, Hebrew proves as useful a branch of 
information, as any other introduced into the scheme of a good 
education. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION §°9¥3 
DEUTERONOMY XXIX. 9. 


In his exhortation to the people, when they are about to 
enter into a covenant with God, Moses employs a few words 
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which are of so much importance, that a short reflection on. 


them may not be uninstructive, more especially now that the 
rage for innovation is so prevalent, and the assumption of 
the power of self-guidance in spiritual affairs has become so 
common. ‘The words alluded to are these: ‘* Neither with 
you only do I make this covenant and this oath ; but with him 
that standeth here with us this day before the Lord our God, 
and also with him that is not here with us this day ;” their im- 
port is evident. Moses, that wise law-giver, who was so well 
versed in the varied feelings of the human heart, oe 
by inspiration, that a time would come when the descend- 
ants of those of the children of Israel who were so miraculously 
to be led into the promised land, might wish to throw off the 
yoke of God's covenant, points out, by this explanatory pas- 
sage, the wickedness of such a course.—Not from you alone 
does the Almighty God, who has brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, desire obedience and love, -but from your 
descendants for ever; for, not only have you been benefited 
by your wonderful deliverance, but your posterity also; since, 
if God had not brought you out of captivity, then would they 
likewise have been prisoners; had the Almighty not vouch- 
safed to bestow on you the great and glorious truths contained 
in His holy law, then would they have grovelled in that mental 
and moral darkness, which now enshrouds the rest of mankind: 
on them, therefore, as on you, is this covenant binding, and 
whosoever breaks it, shakes off his allegiance to Heaven, and 
will be held responsible for his crime.—Such may be regarded 
as the explanation which Moses would have given to the above 


passage, and its importance will, therefore, be at once recog. | 


nized and admitted by all true Israelites. The whole of the 
covenant must be observed, for the severing of one link of the 
chain disturbs the harmony of the whole. Those, therefore, 
who would strictly conform to the words of God, must rigidly 
adhere, as far as our dispersion and the loss of our holy land 
will admit, to every law contained in His dispensation ; the 
non-observance of one, even that deemed of the least weight, 
is a heinous offence, and one that will meet with that punish- 
ment foretold as awaiting on the disobedient. 

The mercy of God is again commented on in this section. 
Moses tells his flock that how wicked soever they or their 
descendants may have been, whatever chastisement they ma 
have merited and received, into whatever quarters of the globe 
they may have been driven by an incensed Deity, that still, it 
will never be too late to repent, never too late to appease the 
divine wrath, by a sincere and ardent desire to return to His 
ways. Herein it is that the Almighty differs in one respect 
from man: if He is offended, true contrition will ever appease 
him ; insult a man, and in most cases his resentment will be, 
to some extent, lasting ; he may forgive, but he cannot, even if 
he would, forget; the bitter recollection of an injury still clings 
to him, and he cannot entirely shake off the feeling of animosity 
it awakened. How dreary would be the future to us, if such 
were God’s behaviour to sinners; instead of the bright here- 
after now before us, the return to our own land, and the resti- 
tution of our greatness in more than its pristine splendour ; 
instead of this, the horrors of the past might be again antici- 
pated, and our total extermination pede | But it is not so; 
the remnant of Judah shall never be entirely cut off, nor shall 
the name of Israel disappear from among nations. No! other 
states have risen, the Assyrian, the Persian, the Greek, and the 
Roman, they have triumphed over their enemies, have increased 
their dominion, and their numbers have outrivalled the sand 
on the sea shore ; but a power, mightier than that which had 
achieved their greatness, has been at work against them; He 
blew with His wind, and they were scattered ; their empires 
have been crumbled into dust, their high places trodden down, 
their very names blotted out from among nations, while Israel, 
peer" as it has been from its pinnacle of glory, torn and 
acerated by all, Israel still survives the mighty ruin of its con- 
temporaries; Israel still exists, the only link that connects the 

resent with the past, antiquity with futurity. ‘* Happy art thou, 
srael, a people saved by the Lord,” ‘the salvation of the 


world; thou shalt neither be put to shame nor abashed for 
ever and ever.” 


After pointing out to the people the nature of the covenant 


| they were meking with God, Moses shows them that obedience 


is not difficult, for, that the commandment is not far from 
them, but near; they are not required to make any very extra. 
‘ordinary efforts to attain the end of their existence,—the favour 
of the Almighty,—but they have merely to proceed in the straight 
path of virtue and religion, not turning aside into any of those 
| crooked ways of vice which ever beset those who falter. ‘‘ See,” 
says our law-giver, in conclusion, “I have set before thee this 
day, life and good, and death and evil.” Avoid, therefore, oh 
Israel! evil and death, and pursue good, that you may obtain 
life—not only that atom of time which is allotted to you in this 
world, but, as the text expresses, (by the dual noun On) that 
bright share of eternity which is anager to those whom God 
loves, for their observance of His law, and for their obedience 
His will. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING WEEK. 


Friday, 16th ,, 12th ,, Sabbath commences at $ past 5. 


NOTICE, 

The weekly issue of this Paper, previously a fortnightly 
publication, must per force become contingent upon the extent 
of support extended to it. 
| who are so anxious for its maintenance, are invited to canvass 
for that object. The Proprietor will have uniformly to pay 
those engaged upon the Paper for the future: during the 
greater part of last year, as shewn by the Balance Sheet, all 
assistance was gratuitous. If the subscription list shall not war- 
rant this increased outlay every week, new subscribers of 10s. 6d. 
on the express condition of a‘ weekly” publication, will have 
the option of withdrawing their names—by note addressed to 
the Proprietor, at the Office of the Paper. 


Sabb: 10th ,, 6th ,, may nav. portion for the week 35» - 
Tues. 13th ,, 9th ,, 
Wed. 14th ,, 10th ,, 153 OY.—night 5 min. after 7. 


Those correspondents, therefore, © 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Balance Sheet.—E. E. and .others are informed that 
the Balance Sheet was transmitted, with our last number, to 
every subscriber (of 10s. Gd. in advance). Jteaders, who 
purchase their copies as published, are not regarded as sub- 
scribers. 

Emigration of Jewish families to New Zealand.—We have 
received two communications on this subject, and on the 
departure of a respected friend to that colony: we will treat the 
subject in our next. : 

SS. V.’s Article has been in type many weeks. 

We are compelled to omit several Articles in type. 


~ ADVERTISEMENTS, for which the peculiar and wide spread 
character of our circulation affords some special advantages, 
will be received by the Printer. It has been proposed to farm 


an advertisement page to some experienced Agent—tenders 
are invited, addressed to the Proprietor. 


J REYNOLDS, Bookbinder, Circulating Library, 1), 


@ Church Row, Aldgate. ‘* The Voice of Jacob’’ bound, strong and cheap. 
Periodicals served punctually. N.B.—Newspapers supplied. 


EWISH DAY SCHOOL. I. L. Lindenthal, Secretary of 


the New Synagogue, Great St. Helen’s, respectfully announces his intention 
to open a day school for Jewish children, on a scale which will afford the advan- 
tage of a classical and liberal education, in harmony with that religious instruction 
which is an essential element in the training of Jewish youth. Convenient premi- 
ses will be forthwith engaged, and it is proposed to open the school on Sunday, 
2nd of October next, provided that 25 pupils have been previously obtained. 
Efficient masters will be engaged in every department. Charges for the whole 
course, six guineas per term of six months. For further particulars see the 
prospectus in circulation; copies of which may be had of the Printer, and of 
I. L. Lindenthal, New Synagogue Chambers, Great St. Helen’s. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Ste1t1, Paternoster Row; and may be 
had of the Printer; of Reynotps, Church Row, Aldgate; of Bart#, 
Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 


all Booksellers and Newsmen, 
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